
EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Licensing and Enforcement Sub Committee held at 

Tale Room, Blackdown House, Honiton on 8 October 2025 

 

Attendance list at end of document 
The meeting started at 11.30 am and ended at 12.48 pm 
 

 
17    Minutes of the previous meetings held on 30 July and 13 August 

2025  

 

The minutes of the meetings held on 30 July and 13 August 2025 were agreed and 
signed as a true record. 

 
18    Declarations of interest  

 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

19    Matters of urgency  

 

There were no matters of urgency. 
 

20    Confidential/exempt items  

 
There was one confidential item at minute 23. 

 
21    Review of premises licence Anchor Inn, Sidmouth (reconvened 

from 30 July 2025)  

 

The Chair introduced the members of the Sub Committee and advised that this was the 
reconvened meeting following the adjournment of the initial hearing on 30 July. At the 

meeting on 30 July all parties had been given the opportunity to put their case to the Sub 
Committee. The purpose of the reconvened meeting was to consider the additional 
information received since the adjournment of the hearing on 30 July. 

 
Present at the meeting were: Mr Steven Chalkley, applicant for the review; Mr Stephen 

Spencer, accompanying Mr Chalkley; Mr Trevor Fudge, premises licence holder; Ms 
Michelle Anning, accompanying Mr Fudge; Ms Denise Thomas, interested person. 
 

The legal advisor, Giles Salter, advised that all parties would be notified of the decision 
within five working days. 

 
The Licensing Manager, Phillippa Norsworthy, introduced the report which included the 
additional information received and the evaluation by the Environmental Health Officer of 

the music noise levels generated from the Anchor Inn beer garden during Sidmouth Folk 
Week events. 

 
The Environmental Health Officer, Ian Winter, provided a summary of his report following 
monitoring of noise levels at the Anchor Inn during Sidmouth Folk Week, with the aim of 

forming an acceptable balance of allowing events to continue without causing unfair 
disturbance for local residents.  
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The Environmental Health Officer responded to questions from Councillors and it was 
noted that effective control of noise levels from the sound desk was necessary. 

 
The Sub Committee noted the submission from the applicant for the review. The 
Environmental Health Officer had previously responded to the applicant. The response 

was read out. It was noted that due to the inflexibility of the location, setting acceptable 
noise levels going forwards would mitigate noise disturbance. 

 
The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting and advised that all parties would 
be notified of the decision within five working days. 

 
22    Exclusion of press and public  

 
RESOLVED: 

  
That under Section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the public (including 
the press) be excluded from the meeting as exempt information, of the description set 

out in the agenda, is likely to be disclosed and on balance the public interest is in 
discussing this item in private session (Part B). 

 
23    Taxi driver suitability (from 10 September)  

 

The purpose of the item was to determine whether the person named in the report is a fit 
and proper person to continue to be licensed as a Hackney carriage driver. 

  
The Chair introduced the members of the Sub Committee and the officers in attendance. 
  

The driver and a supporting person were in attendance. 
  

The Legal Advisor, Giles Salter, outlined the procedure to be followed. 
  
The Licensing Officer, Lee Staples, presented the report and outlined the reasons why 

the matter had come before the Sub Committee. 
  

The Licensing Officer responded to questions from members. 
  
The driver had no questions for the Licensing Officer. 

  
With the agreement of the Chair, the supporting person, on behalf of the driver, 

addressed the Sub Committee and presented the driver’s case.   
  
The driver and the supporting person responded to questions from members.   

  
The Chair thanked the driver and the supporting person for attending and advised that 

the Sub Committee would retire to make its decision , which would be notified in writing 
within five working days. 
  

The driver and supporting person left the meeting. 
 

 
 

Attendance List 

Councillors present: 
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K Bloxham (Vice-Chair) 
O Davey 

J Whibley (Chair) 
 
Councillors also present (for some or all the meeting) 

B Bailey 
P Faithfull 

M Rixson 
 
Officers in attendance: 

Sarah Jenkins, Democratic Services Officer 
Phillippa Norsworthy, Licensing Manager 

Giles Salter, Solicitor 
Ian Winter, Environmental Health Officer 
Zoe Jones, Licensing Officer 

 
Councillor apologies: 

 Y Levine 
 
 

 
 

 
Chair   Date:  

 


